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Abstract
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In today’s drug discovery, the number of candidate drugs based on new molecular entities with
poor aqueous solubility is increasing. Since poor aqueous solubility of an active pharmaceutical
ingredients (APIs) is associated with low bioavailability and thus limite their therapeutic effect,
this is often a great challenge in the development of new drugs when oral administration is
the preferred route of administration. A number of different strategies have been developed
to circumvent this problem where salt formulations of an API is the most widely employed
method. However, new strategies are needed since there is no one solution that solves this
issue for all substances. In recent time, the concept of stabilizing poorly soluble APIs in their
amorphous form has gained a lot of attention since amorphous compounds exhibit a higher
apparent solubility compared to their crystalline counterparts. Amorphous substances are prone
to crystallize if left in a non-constricted environment and thus need to be stabilized if the
amorphous state is to be conserved until administration. Inorganic mesoporous materials have
been proposed as an interesting type of excipients that can conserve the amorphous state of
APIs.

In this work, the focus was to investigate the possibilities of using a mesoporous type of
magnesium carbonate to stabilize the amorphous state of different APIs. Due to the nanometer
sized pores in the material, complete conservation of amorphous APIs was obtained. This
resulted in both an increase in in vitro release rate and a higher solubility of the substances which
may translate to both a faster onset of action and an improved therapeutic effect of the APIs
in a clinical situation. The long term stability of formulations was also investigated showing
promising results.

The results presented in this work show that mesoporous magnesium carbonate represents an
interesting type of excipient for oral formulations of APIs with poor aqueous solubility.
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1. Introduction 

Oral drug administration is considered to be the most convenient and pre-
ferred route because of its ease of administration and low costs, and because 
it is associated with high patient compliance. However, the successful per-
formance and pharmacological activity of the drug compound is heavily 
reliant on its bioavailability. Several factors, such as aqueous solubility, dis-
solution rate, intestinal permeation and metabolism, could affect the oral 
bioavailability; the most frequent reason for low oral bioavailability is poor 
solubility [1, 2].  

Since approximately 60% of the human body is made up of water, the 
aqueous solubility of a drug is a fundamental property that plays a major role 
in its absorption after oral administration. A specific concentration of the 
drug in the systemic circulation is required to achieve the desired therapeutic 
effect. Unfortunately, high doses of poorly water-soluble drugs are required 
in order to reach therapeutic plasma concentrations after oral administration, 
and this will increase the occurrence of side effects at the same time [3]. 

In general, it is believed that compounds with poor aqueous solubility will 
have limited oral bioavailability, and thus will fail in preclinical develop-
ment. The improvement of drug solubility, and subsequently of oral bioa-
vailability, is one of the most challenging aspects of drug development, es-
pecially for oral drug-delivery systems (DDSs). Numerous approaches have 
been reported to improve the apparent aqueous solubility of these drugs, 
including particle size reduction [4], solid dispersion [5-7], amorphous drug 
formulations and so on [8, 9]. However, because of high costs and mostly 
insignificant enhancement of solubility, these methods have been restricted 
and unsatisfactory. 

In the last 20 years, scientists have been motivated to develop novel mate-
rials for poorly water-soluble drug delivery. Mesoporous materials have 
been proposed as a potential candidate for improving the solubility and bioa-
vailability for these poorly water-soluble drugs [10, 11].  

Porous materials are widely available and play a significant role in many 
aspects of our daily lives. There is a lot of empty space in the molecular 
structure of porous materials in comparison with nonporous materials, and 
thus porous materials have comparatively low density, large specific surface 
area, high free space volumes (pore volumes), and good energy absorption 
properties (heat exchange and insulation). Because of their different proper-
ties and parameters, porous materials have been used in various applications, 
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including catalysis, adsorption, separation, energy storage and tissue engi-
neering [12-16].  

One of the families of porous materials, mesoporous silica, has been 
widely studied because of its large internal surface area and tunable pores. 
The first document referring to a porous silica analogue was published in 
1969; however, the authors only used “low-bulk density silica” to describe it 
because of the lack of detailed characterisation [17]. In 1992, the synthesis 
of ordered mesoporous molecular sieves was reported [18] and, in 2001, 
MCM-41 was first proposed as a drug carrier [10]. Since then, silica-based 
materials such as SBA-15 have been studied as DDSs [19-22] because the 
drug molecules can be loaded into and released from their pores. However, 
until recently, the main methods of synthesis of mesoporous silica materials 
have still relied on the use of organic surfactants as templates to form pores 
[18, 23-26].  

This thesis introduces a new mesoporous material - mesoporous magnesi-
um carbonate (MMC) - with a template-free synthetic process.   

Developments in chemical synthesis over the last century have led to the 
production of a vast number of potential drug candidates; however, during 
this period, more and more poorly water-soluble drugs have also been intro-
duced. Thus, increasing the dissolution rates of poorly water-soluble drugs 
has been an ongoing challenge for pharmaceutical scientists [27, 28]. 

The main goals of this body of research have been, firstly, to synthesise 
materials with a large surface area and controllable pore size using a tem-
plate-free process; and, secondly, to use these porous materials as drug carri-
ers with the aim of increasing the speed of release of poorly water-soluble 
drugs. 
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2. Aims of the thesis 

The overall aim of this thesis was to investigate the application of MMC as a 
drug-delivery vehicle that would aid the solubility enhancement of poorly 
aqueous-soluble active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs). In addition, the 
aim was to develop and improve understanding of the mechanism behind the 
formation of the mesoporous structure in MMC.  

In more detail, the aims of each appended paper were to: 
 
Paper I: Investigate the ability of MMC to enhance the stability of the 

amorphous forms of drugs with limited aqueous solubility, and thus improve 
their solubility. Ibuprofen was used as a model substance. 

 
Paper II: Investigate the drug-release properties of MMC and its capacity 

for controlling the API release rate. 
 
Paper III: Investigate the formation of the mesoporous structure and the 

possibility of controlling the pore diameter in MMC. The release of itracon-
azole from samples with different pore sizes was investigated in vitro. 

 
Paper IV: Investigate the general applicability of MMC as a DDS for 

poorly water-soluble compounds with different proteolytic functions.  
 
Paper V: Investigate the ability of MMC to control the API release rate 

via functionalising the surface of the MMC.  
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3. Background 

3.1 Drug dissolution and bioavailability  
The bioavailability of the API is a key factor to be addressed during formula-
tion development of drugs intended for oral administration. The bioavailabil-
ity of an API is the extent to which it is absorbed into the bloodstream and is 
thus able to trigger a therapeutic action (Figure 1). This characteristic is in-
fluenced by a complex chain of events, such as dissolution, absorption 
through the gastrointestinal wall, and liver metabolism [29]. Accordingly, 
poor solubility in the gastrointestinal tract can drastically limit the ability of 
an API to cause the desired therapeutic effect. 	

   

 
Figure 1. Sketch of API release and absorption leading to bioavailability.  

The Biopharmaceutics Classification System (BCS) categorises drugs into 
four classes based on the solubility and membrane permeability of the APIs 
(Figure 2) [3, 30, 31]: 

Class I (BCS I, drugs with both high solubility and high permeability): 
these drugs dissolve fast and instantly reach their target in the body; 

Class II (BCS II, drugs with low solubility and high permeability): these 
drugs easily permeate the relevant physiological barriers but are poorly solu-
ble in an aqueous medium; 

Class III (BCS III, drugs with low permeability and high solubility): these 
drugs are soluble in the body; however, they permeate membranes poorly 
and cannot be taken up by the body;  
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Class IV (BCS IV, drugs with low permeability and low solubility): these 
drugs can neither dissolve in aqueous media nor permeate physiological 
barriers.  

 
Figure 2. Biopharmaceutics Classification System (BCS).	

Table 1 provides a list of solubility terms used in the United States Pharma-
copeia (USP), including the terms very slightly soluble and practically insol-
uble which are used to describe drugs with the solubility lower than 1 
mg/ml. However, in this thesis, these drugs (i.e. with the solubility lower 
than 1mg/ml) are referred to as poorly soluble [32].  

Table 1. Solubility definition in the USP [32]. 

Solubility definition 
Parts of solvent required 

 for one part of solute 
Solubility  

range (mg/ml) 

Very soluble <1 >1000 

Freely soluble From 1 to 10 100-1000 

Soluble From 10 to 30 33-100 

Sparingly soluble From 30 to 100 10-33 

Slightly soluble From 100 to 1000 1-10 

Very slightly soluble From 1000 to 10000 0.1-1 

Practically insoluble >10000 <0.1 

Drug molecules are absorbed into, distributed and metabolised within, and 
excreted from our bodies, and the concept of bioavailability was introduced 
to describe “the relative amount of an administered dose that reaches the 
general circulation and the rate at which this occurs” [33]. In short, bioavail-
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ability describes how much drug is effectively absorbed by our bodies. 
However, poor solubility of a drug in the intestinal fluid can result in low 
intestinal concentrations of the dissolved API [34] and, hence, low plasma 
concentration after oral administration. As the result, the desired therapeutic 
effect of the API will be very low or even non-existent.  

3.2 Formulation procedures for enhancing the solubility 
of poorly water-soluble drugs 	
Insufficient bioavailability as a result of the limited solubility and low disso-
lution rate of poorly water-soluble drugs is especially common for BCS II 
(low solubility, high permeability) substances. Over the last decade, drugs 
that belong to BCS II have become more important because of advances in 
organic synthetic chemistry, which have led to the production of a vast num-
ber of potential drug candidates, as well as introducing more poorly water-
soluble drugs into the pharmaceutical pipeline. It has been estimated that 
more than 40% of marketed drugs are poorly water-soluble and about 70% 
of all new APIs emerging from the discovery pipelines of pharma companies 
have poor aqueous solubility  [6, 35, 36].  

Unlike BCS IV APIs, where both poor solubility and poor permeability 
limit bioavailability, the bioavailability of a BCS II drug is only limited by 
its dissolution rate, and a small increase in dissolution rate can sometimes 
result in a large increase in bioavailability [2]. Therefore, enhancement of 
the dissolution rate of a drug is thought to be a key factor in improving the 
bioavailability of BCS II drugs. Five BCS II drugs were used as models in 
this thesis to study the effects of using MMC as a carrier on their solubility 
and dissolution rates.   

Several physicochemical factors control the dissolution rate of a drug. 
According to the Noyes-Whitney equation (described in 3.2.2), increasing 
the saturation solubility and the effective surface area can have a positive 
impact on the dissolution rate. These factors can be affected through prefor-
mulation study and formulation design. Several methods, such as crystal 
modification, particle-size reduction, self-emulsification, pH modification, 
and amorphisation, are considered to be effective in improving the dissolu-
tion rates of BCS II drugs. This section discusses a number of different for-
mulation strategies that have been reported in the literature to improve the 
solubility of poorly soluble drugs. These strategies are categorised into 
chemical and physical techniques. 
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3.2.1 Chemical methods 

3.2.1.1 Crystalline salt forms	
Crystalline salt forms of weak acid or basic compounds often have higher 
dissolution rates and normally are more soluble in aqueous media than their 
corresponding acids or bases [37, 38]. 

Although using a salt form is a common approach for enhancing the solu-
bility and increasing the dissolution rate of an oral solid dosage form, there 
is still risk of unwanted or unexpected side effects (Table 3). Many medical 
therapies fail to achieve the desired outcomes because of patient non-
compliance, and side effects are one of the main reasons for this. For exam-
ple, the formed salts may convert to the respective acid or base forms in the 
bloodstream or gastrointestinal tract, since blood is a very efficient basic 
buffer (pH 7.4), and this can result in the drug potentially precipitating at the 
injection site, leading to issues such as haemolysis, phlebitis, and potential 
changes in drug distribution [39]. 

Table 2. Possible advantages and disadvantages of salt formulations [40]. 

Advantages Disadvantages 

Enhanced solubility Increased hygroscopicity 

Increased dissolution rate Decreased chemical stability 

Higher melting point Corrosiveness 

Improved photostability Possible disproportionation 

Higher bioavailability Additional manufacturing steps 

Better processability Increased toxicity 

Easier synthesis or purification  

Potential for controlled release 

 

3.2.1.2 Prodrugs	
Prodrug design, or chemical modification of the molecular structure, is a 
widely known strategy that aims to modulate the biophysicochemical and 
pharmacokinetic properties of drugs to improve their solubility, dissolution 
rate and pharmacokinetic features. Normally, prodrugs are inactive, bi-
oreversible derivatives of active drug molecules that must undergo an enzy-
matic and/or chemical transformation in the body to metabolise into the ac-
tive parent drugs (Figure 4), which can then exert their pharmacological 
actions in the body [41-43].  
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Figure 3. A simplified illustration of the prodrug concept. 	

In most cases, prodrugs are chemical derivatives that are only one or two 
chemical or enzymatic steps away from the active parent drug; however, 
some drugs lack an obvious carrier or promoiety. Although the prodrug ap-
proach is a feasible way of improving the erratic properties of investigational 
drugs or drugs already on the market, the development of a prodrug may still 
be very challenging. 

3.2.2 Physical methods  
Several factors can affect the dissolution rates of solids, as described by the 
Noyes-Whitney equation. This theory, proposed in 1897, discusses diffu-
sion-controlled dissolution and involves no chemical reaction: 

 
d
d

	

where dm/dt is the dissolution rate of a drug, A is the available surface area 
of the dissolving solid, D is the diffusion coefficient of the drug in solution, 
Cs is the saturation solubility of the drug in solution, Cd is the concentration 
in the bulk solvent/solution and d is the thickness of the diffusion layer of 
the dissolving substance.		

In this equation model, Cs is the saturation concentration of the solute in 
the given solvent. The intrinsic dissolution rate is the dissolution rate of a 
pure solute, normalised to the solute surface area; normally, the dissolution 
rate decreases with time.  
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Figure 4. Noyes-Whitney parameters for dissolution rate.	

Each parameter in the Noyes-Whitney equation is dependent on many fac-
tors that affect the dissolution rate of the drug. These factors are summarised 
in Table 3. 

Table 3. Physicochemical factors affecting the drug dissolution rate. 

Term in the Noyes–Whitney equation Affected physicochemical parameter 

A, surface area of solute solid Size of solid particles 

Cs, saturation solubility of solute in solution 

Temperature 

Nature of dissolution medium 

Molecular structure of solute 

Crystalline form of solid 

Cd, concentration of solute in solution 
Volume of dissolution medium 

Remove dissolved solute from the dissolution  

D, diffusion coefficient 
d, thickness of the boundary layer 
 

Degree of agitation, such as speed of stirring 

Volume of dissolution medium 

Viscosity of dissolution medium 

Nature of diffusing molecules 

The Noyes-Whitney equation explains how certain factors affect the rate of 
mass transfer of solute particles into a solvent. Numerous physical formula-
tion methods are based on the Noyes-Whitney equation, including those that 
physically modify the APIs. A summary of existing approaches [5] to im-
prove the solubility and/or increase the dissolution rate is presented in Table 
4. According to the Noyes-Whitney equation, the possible strategies for im-
proving the solubility and/or dissolution of an API are: i) increasing the valid 
surface area for dissolution by decreasing the particle size of the compound, 
ii) optimising the wetting characteristics of the compound surface in order to 

Solid 
mass (m)

Cs
Bulk solution concentration 

Cd

A
Direction of diffusion

d
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decrease the boundary layer thickness, and iii) improving the apparent solu-
bility of the drug under physiologically relevant conditions.  

Table 4. Approaches for improving the solubility and/or dissolution rate. 

Physical modification 

Particle size 

Micronisation

Nanosuspensions

Crystal modification

Polymorphs 

Complexation/solubilisation

Use of surfactants

Use of cyclodextrins
Drug dispersion in carriers 

Solid dispersions (non-molecular) 

Solid solutions 

Eutectic mixtures 

 

3.2.2.1 Particle-size reduction	
Particle-size reduction is a well-studied strategy for improving the solubility 
of drugs. Several methods have been reported for production of nanosized 
drug particles, including spray drying, homogenisation, microfluidation and 
milling [44, 45]. Irrespective of the approach taken to generate drug nano-
particles, the surface area will be increased significantly in comparison to 
particulates greater than 1 micron (Figure 5) and therefore the dissolution 
rate will be increased [46]. However, this tremendous increase in surface 
energy can cause the nano-sized drug particles to spontaneously aggregate 
into a more thermodynamically stable state [47].	
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Figure 5. Demonstration of the increase in surface area when solids are modified 
from the micron size range to nano-sized particles; the red line is the surface area.	

3.2.2.2 Crystal modification  
As a structured solid state, a compound can exist as different crystalline 
forms (i.e. polymorphs). Compounds that lack crystalline characteristics are 
referred to as amorphous.  

Molecular interactions within a crystal lattice include van der Waals forc-
es, hydrogen bonding, π-π interactions, electrostatic interactions and ionic 
interactions. The sum of the energies from all intermolecular interactions 
determines the total packing energy of the crystal. Stronger intermolecular 
interactions could result in lower mobility of the molecules within the crys-
tal; and higher crystal energy could increase the stability of a crystal, but 
decrease the dissolution rate at the same time (Figure 6).   
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Figure 6. Illustration of the energy state comparison between amorphous and crys-
talline states of an API. 

Here, an understanding of the distinction between solubility and dissolution 
should be provided. The solubility, or thermodynamic solubility (which is a 
thermodynamic property), is the equilibrium solubility of a compound, de-
fined as the maximum quantity of that substance which can be completely 
dissolved at a given temperature and pressure in a given amount of solvent.  
The solubility presents how much of a compound is able to dissolve in a 
solvent; it has nothing to do with the time. In contrast, the dissolution rate 
(an important kinetic property) is an indication of whether the dissolution 
process is fast or slow. The dissolution rate strongly depends on the crystal 
form; and different polymorphs of the same molecule can have different 
dissolution rates.  

Crystal modification can increase the dissolution rate, but cannot change 
the solubility; given sufficient time, the undissolved solute will convert to 
the most stable polymorph and the dissolution characteristic will approach 
the solubility (Figure 7). Therefore, the dissolution rate can be improved by 
crystal engineering; however, improving the solubility requires chemical 
modification of the structure of the drug molecule. 

Dissolved drug

Crystalline drug

Amorphous drug

En
er

gy
 fr

om
 b

ot
to

m
 to

 u
p



 25

 
	Figure 7. Illustration of the dissolution profiles of amorphous and crystalline state 
of an API.	

For drugs with low aqueous solubility, the crystal form can be crucial to the 
performance of the dosage form. The bioavailability of water-insoluble 
compounds that need to be given orally in high doses can be highly affected 
by the physical form of the compound. An alternative approach to the en-
hancement of solubility, dissolution and bioavailability is through the appli-
cation of crystal modification. The physicochemical and bulk material prop-
erties of the API can be modified, whilst maintaining the intrinsic activity of 
the drug molecule. The use of polymorphs and amorphous forms is a very 
well known strategy in crystal modification methods. 	

3.2.2.2.1 Polymorphs 

Polymorphism is often defined as the ability of a substance to exist as two or 
more crystalline phases that have different arrangements and/or confor-
mations of the molecules in the crystal lattice. If the crystallisation condi-
tions are changed, it is possible that the molecules may start to form crystals 
with different packing patterns which have different crystal energies. The 
form with the lowest free energy is the most stable structure and this will 
have the highest lattice energy and melting point. Other less stable forms 
with higher free energy are described as metastable states; these have differ-
ent properties, such as density and melting point.  

Generally, there is a relationship between the melting points of the differ-
ent polymorphs and the dissolution rates: 
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High melting point = strong crystal lattice = low molecular mobility = low 
dissolution rate 

Accordingly, the form with the highest melting point will have the slow-
est dissolution rate. 	

3.2.2.2.2 Amorphous state 

Unlike polymorphs, the arrangement of the molecules in an amorphous solid 
is irregular (Figure 8), and that is why amorphous solids have poorly defined 
patterns when exposed to powder X-ray diffraction (XRD) analysis. The 
energy states of amorphous solids are much higher than those of the crystal 
forms. If an amorphous solid is maintained at a specific temperature for a 
long period, the component molecules or atoms gradually rearrange into a 
more highly ordered crystalline form (low energy state). 

Because of the irregular arrangement, amorphous solids usually have very 
different properties from those of the crystal form of the same material. For 
example, compared with the distinct melting point of a crystal, amorphous 
solids tend to soften slowly over a wide temperature range, as there is no 
crystal lattice to break in the amorphous state.  

Due to the high energy state and no crystal lattice barrier, amorphous sol-
ids have higher dissolution rates than the crystal forms. However, because 
they have the same molecular structure, amorphous solids have the same 
clinical effects as the crystal forms. 

 
Figure 8. Classification of the physical states of drug molecules. 

When a metastable form is dissolved, it can result in more material in solu-
tion than seen with a saturated solution of the more stable form, which 
means that the amorphous form can dissolve to give a supersaturated solu-
tion. These supersaturated solutions will eventually return to the equilibrium 
solubility, as the stable crystal form precipitates from the solution, but this 
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process may not be instantaneous. In fact, the supersaturated solution can 
often exist long enough to increase the bioavailability of a poorly soluble 
drug (Figure 7). 

Because a metastable state can return to its stable state, a drug component 
in an amorphous state is able to recrystallise (Figure 9). Maintaining this 
component, such as a poorly water-soluble drug, in its amorphous state is 
one of the great challenges in the pharmaceutical industry.	

 
Figure 9. Illustration of crystallisation from amorphous drug to crystalline drug.	

3.3 Approaches to stabilise an amorphous solid 

Because the amorphous form of a drug has high free energy and therefore 
higher dissolution rate than the crystal form, there is an opportunity for over-
coming dissolution-limited absorption and bioavailability challenges. How-
ever, because of the high free energy, the amorphous form is thermodynami-
cally unstable, and thus pure amorphous drugs are rarely developed alone as 
pharmaceutical products. This has encouraged investigation into the stabili-
sation of molecules in the amorphous physical state.  

In the last decade, development of amorphous solid-dispersion formula-
tions/methods for stabilising amorphous molecules has created tremendous 
opportunities for the pharmaceutical scientist to address issues relating to the 
bioavailability of poorly soluble molecules, such as using polymers and sur-
factants as excipients to prepare and stabilise the amorphous form of a drug. 
Recently, it has been found that after incorporating the amorphous drug into 
the porous structure such as mesoporous material, crystallisation can be in-
hibited. Porous materials have thus expanded the opportunities for pharma-
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ceutical scientists to establish new stabilisation strategies for amorphous 
formulations. 

3.3.1 Polymers 

The use of a polymer matrix as an excipient is one of the most common 
methods for stabilising nano-sized drug particles or amorphous API states 
[48]. Table 5 lists examples of commercial polymers. By increasing the glass 
transition temperature (Tg), polymers improve the physical stability of the 
amorphous compounds and delay their crystallisation. Many papers have 
reported that a hydrophilic polymer carrier matrix (for example, polyvi-
nylpyrrolidone, polyethylene glycol, hydroxypropyl methylcellulose and 
some cellulose derivatives) can significantly alter the dissolution behaviour 
and stability of hydrophobic drugs [49-51].  

Recent studies have found that, in some polymeric formulations, polymer 
matrices not only stabilise the dispersed amorphous drug but also increase its 
wettability and prevent the drug from precipitating in the stomach and intes-
tine [52, 53].  

Table 5. Examples of commercially available polymers in solid dispersions [54]. 

Brand name Drug Polymer used 

Gris-PEG Griseofulvin PEG 

Sporanox Itraconazole HPMC 

Rezulin Troglitazone PVP 

HPMC, hydroxypropyl methylcellulose; PVP, polyvinylpyrrolidone; PEG, polyethylene 
glycol. 

3.3.2 Surfactants  
Usually, surfactants are organic molecules that have two distinct parts of 
their chemical structures. One part is hydrophilic and the other is hydropho-
bic. Because of their amphiphilic properties, surfactants can be found at the 
interfaces between two phases, such as water-air or water-oil interfaces [55].    

In some cases, it has been suggested that the addition of surfactants into 
formulations containing an amorphous drug may affect nucleation by either 
changing the viscosity of the molecule (and therefore affecting the kinetic 
barrier to crystallisation) or modifying the interfacial energy at the amor-
phous solid interface. Further, there is also the possibility that surfactants 
related to the product, that are adsorbed at the interfaces of molecular clus-
ters, can inhibit crystal growth [56-59]. However, the capacity for surfactants 
to stabilise amorphous APIs depends on many and various factors, such as 
the chemical structures of the drug and the surfactant, the polarity of the 
drug, the temperature and the pH value. 
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3.3.3 Porous materials/Mesoporous materials	
Porous materials are materials containing pores (voids, cavities, channels or 
interstices). According to the IUPAC definition, materials with pore widths 
not exceeding 2 nm are defined as microporous materials, materials with 
pore widths exceeding 50 nm are defined as macroporous materials and ma-
terials with pores between 2 nm and 50 nm are defined as mesoporous mate-
rials [60]. Zeolites and mesoporous silica are the most famous of the porous 
materials (Figure 10).  

Zeolite was first discovered in 1756 by the Swedish scientist Axel 
Cronstedt. In the 1930s, scientists found that zeolites could act like sieves 
because they could separate molecules [61]. More precisely, zeolites are 
crystalline, with a defined microporous structure that contains molecular-
sized pores and large internal voids [62, 63]. 

 
Figure 10. A) Schematic image of zeolite (ZSM-5, image courtesy of Thomas 
Splettstoesser); B) TEM image of mesoporous silica (image courtesy of Dr. Victor 
Shang-Yi Lin). 

The use of mesoporous materials such as MCM-41 and SBA-15 as DDSs to 
maintain the amorphous form of drugs has been well studied [10, 11, 64-67]. 
Recently, several studies have shown that amorphous drugs may stay in the 
amorphous state after being incorporated into mesoporous materials [68-71]. 
For example, when the co-spray drying method was used to incorporate 
amorphous ibuprofen in mesoporous SBA-15 [71] it was shown that the 
nano-scaled mesoporous channels entrapped the amorphous ibuprofen mole-
cules with resultant excellent physical stabilisation under severe storage 
conditions. However, other works have reported that crystallisation can oc-
cur in mesoporous materials with larger pore size (> 20 nm) [70]. There are 
two reasons for the ability of mesoporous materials to prevent the crystallisa-
tion of incorporated amorphous ibuprofen: lower molecular mobility and 
limited space for crystal growth. It has been observed that there is a correla-
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tion between molecular mobility and stability in many amorphous drugs [72, 
73]. The physical stability often improves when the molecular mobility is 
reduced. The molecular mobility of ibuprofen confined in nanostructured 
silica material, SBA-15, has been investigated using dielectric relaxation 
spectroscopy [74]. The results showed that ibuprofen molecules interacting 
with the pore walls had low mobility, and that this interaction between mole-
cules at the pore walls and molecules of amorphous ibuprofen might have 
prevented the amorphous ibuprofen from crystallising, thereby yielding a 
stable amorphous drug. The other reason, limited space for crystallisation, is 
very easy to understand; when crystallisation occurs, enough space is needed 
for crystal growth - if the space is limited, crystallisation will be inhibited.  

Mesoporous silica is another well-studied material in the family of meso-
porous materials. By mid-2016, according to Web of Science, there had been 
more than 76,600 scientific papers published on mesoporous silica since the 
1970s (search term: mesoporous silica). The synthesis of mesoporous silica 
was first reported in the early 1990s when surfactant micelles were used as a 
template [18, 23]. Since then, the template method has been widely applied 
to prepare mesoporous silica materials with high surface areas, tunable pore 
sizes and large pore volumes [75, 76]. 

Because of the high surface area, uniform pore size, and narrow pore-size 
distribution, mesoporous silica materials are interesting supports for organic 
functional groups [77-79]. The introduction of functional organic groups 
(functionalisation) into the mesoporous material permits regulation of the 
surface physical and chemical properties (e.g., hydrophobicity, hydrophilici-
ty, acidity, alkalinity and binding to guest molecules), alteration of the sur-
face reactivity, adjustment of the surface selectivity, and surface protection 
against chemical attack. Various literature reports have described methods of 
functionalising the interior pore surfaces of mesoporous solids such as 
MCM-41 and SBA-15 by incorporating organic and/or inorganic compo-
nents either on the silica surface or trapped within the channels. 

Functionalised mesoporous silica materials are of great interest because of 
their potentially wide applications in various areas, such as catalysis, adsorp-
tion/desorption, drug delivery, chromatography, nanotechnology, ion extrac-
tion, and imprinting for molecular recognition [16, 78-83]. For example, 
because mesoporous silica has thiol groups on the pore surface, heavy metal 
ions such as Hg, Ag, and Cd are potentially able to be adsorbed [84, 85]. 
Sulfonic acid groups grafted onto mesoporous materials, as another example, 
exhibit high catalytic activity for selective formation of bulky organic mole-
cules [86]. 
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3.4 Magnesium Carbonate 

3.4.1 Magnesium Carbonate Minerals 
Magnesium carbonate is an inorganic salt that is usually white-coloured. 
Since it is highly absorptive, magnesium carbonate is sometimes used to 
absorb odours [88]. Anhydrous magnesium carbonate is rarely found in na-
ture. Hydrated forms of magnesium carbonate, such as nesquehonite 
(MgCO3·3H2O) (Figure 11) and lansfordite (MgCO3·5H2O), and a number 
of basic carbonate minerals, such as hydromagnesite 
(4MgCO3·Mg(OH)2·4H2O) and dypingite (4MgCO3·Mg(OH)2·5H2O), are 
probably the most common forms of the compound. 

 
Figure 11. A) Photograph and B) scanning electron microscopy image of 
Nesquehonite (MgCO3·3H2O).	

According to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, magnesium carbonate 
and magnesium oxide generally recognized as safe (GRAS) and can be used 
in pharmaceutical formulations and as food additives [89]. In a pharmaceuti-
cal formulation application, magnesium carbonate is used as a tablet dilu-
ent/excipient in concentration up to 45 wt.% [88] because of its high crush-
ing strength, low friability and good disintegration properties [90-92]. In 
tableting processes, magnesium carbonate is used to absorb liquids (such as 
flavours) and it is also added to numerous food products to prevent them 
from absorbing water in order to inhibit lump formation. Magnesium car-
bonate has also been incorporated in microsphere formulations for the pur-
pose of stabilising encapsulated proteins [93] and is used as an ingredient in 
antacids [94].	

3.4.2 Mesoporous Magnesium Carbonate (MMC)  
It is easy to figure out from the name MMC that this material is magnesium 
carbonate with a mesoporous structure (pores between 2 and 50 nm in diam-
eter, see Figure 12).  
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Figure 12. N2 adsorption isotherms (left) and density functional theory (DFT) pore-
size distribution (right) of MMC.	

In this thesis, however, unlike those well studied mesoporous silica materials 
which have unique pore structures, as clarified by transmission electron mi-
croscopy (TEM) images [18, 95-98],  mesoporous magnesium carbonate has 
a non-traditional “pore structure” (this will be discussed in more detail in 
section 5). In other words, MMC does not have an ordered structure or uni-
form pore size.  Instead, the mesoporous structure of MMC is the free space 
between the amorphous magnesium carbonate and magnesium oxide nano-
particle aggregations (Paper III).  

MMC was first synthesised at the division of Nanotechnology and Func-
tional Materials (NFM) at Uppsala University [87]. Its uniquely high surface 
area and well-defined mesoporous structure make MMC an interesting drug 
carrier candidate for stabilising the amorphous state of the incorporated APIs 
to improve solubility [99]. In this thesis work, MMC was investigated as a 
DDS with the potential to stabilise, and control the release of the amorphous 
forms of BCS II APIs, thus improving their dissolution rates and potentially 
their bioavailability.  

3.4.3 Functionalisation of MMC   
The usual method for post-synthesis functionalisation is by amine grafting 
using different aminosilanes [100]. It has been reported that grafting ami-
nosilanes to the surface of a mesoporous material will change the drug load-
ing and release profile of the material. For example, amine-modified SBA-
15 nanoparticles showed enhanced loading capacity and prolonged release of 
the loaded drug [101, 102]. In this thesis, due to the low cost and high avail-
ability, (3-aminopropyl)triethoxysilane (APTES) was chosen as the ami-
nosilane to functionalise (modify) the surface of MMC powder. 

After revealing the nanostructure of MMC and achieving control of the 
average pore size of the material without templates or surfactants, continuing 
work is expected to further broaden the versatility of this material. Like 
mesoporous silica, MMC has the benefit of a high surface area, and can also 
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support organic functional groups (functionalisation). Functionalisation of 
MMC with interesting organic groups could allow the surface physical and 
chemical properties to be changed, thus altering its surface reactivity and 
selectivity, and new applications for this material will continue to emerge.  

In this thesis, surface functionalisation of MMC was successfully carried 
out using APTES. It was found that amine grafting preferably occurred on 
the walls (surface) of the MMC pores. Later, ibuprofen was used to investi-
gate APIs loading into and release from this modified form of MMC (m-
MMC). The results showed that all the modified MMC materials were able 
to stabilise the amorphous phase of ibuprofen and that its release could be 
controlled by adjusting the amine surface coverage of MMC.  
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4. Methodology 

A more detailed description of the methodology can be found in the “Mate-
rials and Methods” section in the individual publications.	

4.1 MMC synthesis 

In a typical synthesis, MgO (Sigma-Aldrich) was mixed with methanol 
(VWR) in proportions of 1:15 in a reaction vessel. The vessel was sealed and 
CO2 (AirLiquide) was applied at pressure of 1 - 4 bar. The reaction mixture 
was left stirring for 24 - 72 h at 55 °C (Papers I and II) or room temperature 
(Papers III and V) and then the pressure was released. A cloudy, off-white 
solution was formed. 

The solution was centrifuged (5000 rpm) for 30 - 60 min in order to re-
move unreacted MgO particles and an optically clear, yellow-coloured liquid 
was obtained (Papers III and V).  

This liquid slowly formed an alcogel after it was evaporated in a ventilat-
ed environment and subsequently started to break up into wet particles. The 
small particles were dried in a vacuum oven at 75 °C (Papers I and II) or 
under a flow of nitrogen gas at 80 °C (Papers III and V) for minimum of 6 h. 

The powder was then dried at 250 °C for 6 to 12 h to remove all remain-
ing organic compounds and a white powder (Papers I and II) was formed. 
For the investigation into pore-size control (Paper III), the dried powder was 
first kept at 150 °C for 3 h and then at 250 °C overnight, both under N2 flow 
(Papers III and V). 

4.2 MMC modification 

MMC was modified by grafting APTES to its surface under reflux. Prior to 
the experiment, all glassware was heated to 150 °C overnight to dry; the 
system was flushed with nitrogen gas during the experiment to maintain an 
inert atmosphere. The reactor was then securely sealed to prevent moist air 
from affecting the modification process.  

Firstly, in a three-necked round flask, MMC was dispersed in anhydrous 
toluene and then heated to 110 °C. When the temperature had stabilised, 
APTES was slowly added to the mixture, which was then refluxed. After 
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refluxing for 24 h, the mixture was cooled to room temperature and filtered 
to obtain m-MMC, which was then washed with ethanol and dried overnight 
at 70 °C in the oven (Paper V).      

4.3 API loading method 

The APIs were incorporated into MMC via soaking method: an amount of 
the API was dissolved in ethanol (Papers I, II, IV and V) or methylene chlo-
ride (Paper III) and then MMC was added to the solution. The mixture was 
placed on an orbital shaker at 100 - 300 rpm at room temperature for 24 h to 
allow for diffusion of the APIs into the MMC. Subsequently, the mixture 
was heated until evaporation of the solvent was complete, after which the 
drug-loaded sample was left to dry in the oven for 24 h. In this thesis, five 
BCS II compounds were studied; the oral absorption of these compounds is 
normally limited by their low solubility and/or dissolution rate (Table 6).  

Table 6. Studied drugs, their molecular structures and melting points. 

   API Abbreviation 
Papers using 

the API 
Melting 

point (°C) 
Molecular 
structure 

Celecoxib CEL IV 156 

 

Cinnarizine CIN IV 118 

Griseofulvin GRI IV 220 

 

Ibuprofen IBU I, II and V 78 
 

Itraconazole ITZ III 166 
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4.4 Materials characterisation 
The MMC and drug-loaded samples in this thesis were analysed using vari-
ous analytical techniques.  

4.4.1 Powder X-ray diffraction (XRD) 
XRD is used to characterise and identify the crystalline structure of a materi-
al. Here, XRD was used to investigate: i) the material structure and ii) the 
crystallinity of the APIs after they had been loaded into MMC. 

In this work, the XRD patterns were recorded by a Bruker D8 Advance 
Twin-Twin instrument with Cu-Kα radiation (λ = 1.54 Å). The samples were 
ground manually prior to analysis and then placed in a zero-background 
silicon sample holder.	

 4.4.2 Scanning electron microscope (SEM) 
The scanning electron microscope is the most widely used instrument in 
materials research and analysis. It can produce images by scanning the sam-
ple with a focused electron beam. The electrons interact with the atoms of 
the sample, providing information relating to its topographical features, 
morphology, phase distribution and compositional differences. 

SEM in this thesis was used to study the morphology of the particles as 
well as their sizes. The SEM images (Papers I, II, III and V) were obtained 
using a LEO 1550 microscope (Zeiss) operating at a voltage of 0.5 - 2 kV, 
and all the samples were coated with a thin layer of gold prior to analysis. 
An in-lens detector was used to collect the secondary electron signals. Addi-
tional SEM images in Paper III were recorded using a Hitachi TM3000 ta-
ble-top SEM instrument (Tokyo, Japan) operating at 15 kV.  

4.4.3 Nitrogen adsorption/desorption isotherms 
Nitrogen adsorption is the most practical method of determining the porosity 
of mesoporous materials. Textural information about a solid material, includ-
ing surface area, pore volume and pore-size distribution, can be obtained by 
the adsorption of gases onto a porous solid at various relative pressures and 
fixed temperature. 

In this work, an ASAP 2020 volumetric surface area analyser from Mi-
cromeritics was operated at 77 K to obtain information such as the Branauer-
Emmet-Teller (BET) surface area (calculated in the relative pressure range 
of 0.05-0.30), the total pore volume (by single point adsorption at a relative 
pressure of 0.98) and the pore diameter distribution (calculated using the 
density functional theory (DFT) under slit geometry by N2 model). 



 37

4.4.4 Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) 
TGA measures weight/mass changes in a material as a function of tempera-
ture, or as a function of time (with constant temperature), under a controlled 
atmosphere. TGA analysis is performed by gradually raising the temperature 
of a sample (or maintaining a chosen temperature) in a furnace, while the 
sample is being weighed; any thermal event involving mass loss will be rec-
orded. In this thesis, TGA analysis results were used to determine the 
amount of API loaded into MMC, as MgO is thermally stable under 900°C, 
while all the APIs will evaporate or decompose at temperatures below 600 
°C. 

The measurements were made using a MettlerToldeo TGA 2 instrument 
(Greifensee, Switzerland). The samples were heated in air from room tem-
perature to higher than 600 °C with a heating rate of 3 - 5 °C/min.  

4.4.5 Differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) 
DSC measures temperatures and heat flows associated with the thermal tran-
sitions occurring in a material. The difference in the amount of heat required 
while increasing the temperatures of the sample and the reference (which 
typically is just an empty sample pan) is measured as a function of tempera-
ture. When the sample undergoes a physical transformation, such as a phase 
transition (melting for example), DSC records the heat flows and thus the 
melting point can be determined.  

In this thesis, DSC was used to determine the thermal properties of the 
loaded APIs. The experiments were carried out on a DSC Q2000 instrument 
from TA instruments (New Castle, Delaware, USA) using Exstar software. 
Samples of 3 - 6 mg were weighed into 5 mm aluminium pans and sealed. 
They were first cooled to -35 °C and then heated to 150 °C at a heating rate 
of 3 °C min-1 (Papers I, II and V) or to 250 °C (Papers III and IV). The in-
strument was calibrated for the melting point and heat of fusion (Tm [°C] and 
ΔHm [mJ mg-1]) of indium (156.6 °C and 28.4 mJ mg-1).	

4.4.6 Dynamic light scattering (DLS) 
DLS is used to determine the size of particles by measuring the changes in 
the intensity of light scattered through a suspension or solution. These 
changes are related to the sizes of the particles in the suspension or solution. 
Thus, it is possible to calculate the particle-size distribution and give a de-
scription of the particle motion in the medium. 

In this work, DLS was used to investigate how the particles aggregated 
over time in the reaction solution by observing increases in the hydrodynam-
ic radius of the particles. In Paper III, the size distribution of the particles 
was measured using a Malvern® Zetasizer Nano ZS (Malvern Instruments 
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Nordic AB, Sweden), equipped with a 633 nm He-Ne laser and operating at 
room temperature. 

4.4.7 Infrared spectroscopy (IR) 
IR is a mostly used technique that is based on absorption spectroscopy. By 
absorption of IR light with the exact amount of energy, vibrations and rota-
tions of molecules and groups can be excited. This absorption therefore is 
used to identify the groups thus to analysis the structure of the organic com-
pounds.  

Here, IR was used to study the physical and chemical properties of MMC, 
m-MMC and the API-loaded samples. The infrared spectra were obtained 
using a Varian 610-IR (Santa Clara, California, United States) equipped with 
a Specac Goldengate attenuated total reflection (ATR) accessory (Orpington, 
UK) with a diamond ATR element and KRS-5 lenses. The spectra (400 - 
4000 cm-1) were recorded at a resolution of 4 cm-1 using an RT deuterated-
triglycine sulphate (DTGS) detector. Sixty-four background spectra were 
recorded prior to analysis and the spectra of the samples were signal averag-
es of 128 scans.		

4.5 Drug-release analysis 
The release of the APIs from the MMC samples was measured as the disso-
lution profile of the API as it dissolved in a USP-II dissolution bath (Sotax 
AT7 Smart, Sotax AG, Switzerland) equipped with 1000 mL vessels (37 °C, 
50 rpm). Drug-loaded samples were placed in vessels containing phosphate 
buffer at pH 6.8 (Papers I, II, IV and V) or simulated gastric fluid at pH 1.3 
(Paper III). Aliquots of 3 mL were withdrawn from each vessel at regular 
intervals and the drug concentration in the liquid samples was analysed using 
UV/visual absorbance spectroscopy (UV-1800 Spectrophotometer, SHI-
MADZU, Japan). Measurements were made in triplicate. The dissolution of 
both pure drug crystals and API-loaded samples was assessed, and the mean 
concentration values and corresponding standard deviations were calculated. 
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5. Results and Discussion   

5.1 Synthesis, structure and pore-size control of MMC 

In paper III, MMC was found to be constructed from aggregated nano-sized 
MgO crystals (coated with amorphous MgCO3) and amorphous MgCO3 na-
noparticles. These aggregated nanocrystals and nanoparticles were adhered 
together by amorphous MgCO3. The pore size of MMC was adjusted by 
altering the energy input during the powder formation step during synthesis. 

5.1.1 Structural characterisation of MMC 
The reaction between MgO and methanol under CO2 pressure resulted in a 
coarse, white powder (MMC, Papers I, II and IV). The material was com-
posed of MgCO3 and unreacted MgO; the MgCO3 was amorphous and the 
MgO was crystalline. Figure 13A shows the XRD pattern for MMC; the 
peaks correspond to the unreacted MgO.  
The material formed after removal of unreacted MgO by centrifugation (c-
MMC, Paper III), was optically transparent and XRD amorphous (Figure 
13B).  

 
Figure 13. XRD patterns for: (A) MMC, the peaks at ~37°, ~43° and ~62° corre-
spond to the unreacted MgO in the MMC; (B) c-MMC, without crystalline MgO 
peaks after centrifugation. 

However, CHN elemental analysis and inductively coupled plasma optical 
emission spectrometry (ICP-OES) indicated that c-MMC still contained 
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about 14-18 wt.% MgO (Table 7). This was also confirmed by TGA analy-
sis, which found that the oxide content was about 13.8 wt.%. 

Table 7. Elemental composition and MgO content of c-MMC. 

 C H N Mg 
MgO 

(from CHN/ICP) 
MgO 

(from TGA) 
wt.% 10.80 0.28 <0.01 26.2 17.6 13.8 

High resolution TEM (HRTEM) images of the c-MMC sample showed that 
the material was composed of randomly oriented crystalline nanoparticles, 
about 2-5 nm in size, encapsulated by amorphous MgCO3 forming clusters 
of about 30 nm in size (Figure 14(b) and (c)). The crystalline nanoparticles 
showed a ring-like Fourier transform pattern (Figure 14(d)) where the d-
spacing of the crystals was in agreement with the d-spacing of MgO (0.219 
nm and 0.153 nm, corresponding to the (200) and (220) planes, respective-
ly). To simplify the discussion in this thesis, we refer to nanoparticles of 
around 2-5 nm as Type I nanoparticles and those of around 30 nm as Type 
II nanoparticles. The relationship between Type I and Type II nanoparticles 
is demonstrated in Figure 15. The TEM image (Figure 14 (e)) shows that a 
particle of MMC is made from aggregates of Type II nanoparticles. A pos-
sible process can be imagined where, after methanol was evaporated from 
the reaction mixture, these aggregated nanoparticles were fixed in place, 
possibly because of the precipitated amorphous MgCO3 layer forming from 
the reaction mixture during methanol drying (as illustrated by Figure 18).  

 
Figure 14. (a) 3D-orthoslice representation of the reconstructed tomogram of c-
MMC; (b) HRTEM image of a c-MMC particle showing randomly oriented MgO 
nanocrystals surrounded by an amorphous layer; the crystalline parts are highlighted 
in red; (c) An enlarged view of an MgO nanocrystal marked in panel (b); (d) Fourier 
transform derivation of the HRTEM image in panel (b) with the rings (marked) 
corresponding to MgO; (e) TEM image showing the aggregated nanoparticles. 
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Figure 15. Schematic sketch of the formation of Type II nanoparticles from the 
aggregation of Type I nanoparticles.	

DLS was used to follow the formation of the nanoparticles during the gela-
tion of c-MMC (Figure 16). To start with, nanoparticles of ~ 50 - 100 nm in 
diameter were detected in the optically clear reaction mixture. Significant 
growth of these particles occurred with time when the reaction mixture was 
covered and left standing at room temperature (i.e. without active evapora-
tion/drying). After 150 minutes, the nanoparticles became too large to be 
detected by DLS, indicating the formation of MgO or MgO/MgCO3 compo-
site particles. Figure 15 illustrates the formation of Type II particles. How-
ever, DLS did not show the Type I nanocrystals, probably because of the 
fast aggregation from Type I to Type II nanoparticles, as described above.	

 
Figure 16. Particle diameter measurement as followed by DLS. 
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The SEM images (Figure 17) show the presence of Type II particles, and 
illustrate how they could have aggregated to form MMC particles. Macro-
scopically, a typical MMC particle appears to be smooth on the surface (Fig-
ure 17(a)), but at higher magnifications it can be seen that the surface is 
made of particles that aggregate (Figure 17 (b – d)). The packing of these 
Type II particles appeared to be unordered but it is important to note that the 
images were in agreement with the tilt series TEM images (Paper III). How-
ever, we could not draw any conclusions about the real morphologies of 
these Type II nanoparticles due to the thin gold layer coating applied on the 
SEM samples prior to analysis to avoid charging. 

 
Figure 17. (a-d) Scanning electron microscopy images of a transparent c-MMC 
particle under different magnifications. 

5.1.2 Pore-size control in MMC	
The pore-size distributions in the c-MMC samples synthesised using differ-
ent powder-forming conditions (outlined in Table 8) were obtained by DFT 
pore size analysis of N2 sorption isotherms (Paper III). 

Table 8. Powder formation temperatures, specific surface areas and pore properties 
of MMC samples. 

Samples A B C Db E F G 

Powder formation 
temperature (°C)a -20 10 20 20 30 50 80 

BET surface area 
(m2/g) 

263 497 499 173 618 661 690 

Peak DFT pore size 
(nm) 

~13 ~10 ~6.5 ~20 ~5.1 ~3.4 ~2.9 

Total pore volume 
(cm3/g) 1.27 1.15 0.97 1.00 0.76 0.60 0.50 

a) Mechanical stirring was used to form the gel and powder for all samples except sample D.  
b) No stirring during the powder formation process. 

Table 8 also summarises the pore properties of the samples, showing that it 
was possible to make c-MMC with very different pore sizes in a controlled 
manner. By adjusting the gel/powder formation rate in the powder-formation 
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step of the synthesis, the average size of the mesopores in the c-MMC sam-
ples could be tuned from ~3 nm to ~20 nm. 

In Figure 18, information gathered from the pore-size control study is 
used to obtain a schematic representation of how the pores are formed in the 
material. In short, the MMC material was constructed from the aggregated 
nanoparticles; firstly, Type I nanoparticles (with dimensions around 2-5 nm) 
aggregated to form Type II nanoparticles (~30 nm in size), and then the 
aggregation of Type II nanoparticles formed the basis of the MMC material 
during drying and the solid powder formation process.   

 
Figure 18. Schematic representation of the mechanism and energy input (e.g. tem-
perature or stirring) related to the pore formation in MMC.	

Figure 18 also shows how the pore size can be controlled by adjusting the 
energy input during the powder formation step of the synthesis. Here, the 
energy input represents any potential energy change to the system, including 
heating, stirring and so on.  

During the powder formation step, a large amount of CO2 is given off 
from the reaction mixture. In the reaction mixture, CO2 molecules aggregate 
to form bubbles to reduce the surface energy. Nanometer-sized particles of 
MMC (Type I and Type II nanoparticles) assemble around these CO2 bub-
bles which are then essentially trapped in this configuration. Low tempera-
tures allow the CO2 molecules to form aggregates in the reaction mixture to 
a higher extent than at high temperatures, due to the slower kinetics. The 
lower temperature (slow kinetics) resulted in larger bubbles and subsequent-
ly larger pores. Sample D (Table 8) demonstrated the effect of reduced ener-
gy input (by removing stirring, compared with sample C) clearly, since it 
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had the largest pore size compared to the other samples. After the wet pow-
der forms, the pores can be fixed by heating under N2 flow. This step fixes 
the shape of the assembled powder particles and removes the trapped CO2 
bubbles, resulting in a porous solid.  

5.1.3 Surface Modification of MMC 
Surface modification of c-MMC was carried out as described in Section 4.2 
(Paper V). Two m-MMCs, with different levels of amine coverage, were 
obtained. The amine coverage was determined from elemental analysis; the 
coverage of the two samples was ~1.2 and ~1.7 molecules/nm2. We named 
the samples m-MMC-1.2APTES and m-MMC-1.7APTES in this thesis. 
After the amine modification, the m-MMC particles were still porous with a 
high surface area (Table 9); the pore size decreased with increasing amine 
coverage. All m-MMC samples remained X-ray-certified amorphous (Figure 
19) which indicates that the amorphous structure of the materials did not 
change after the amine modification. 
  

Table 9. Properties of different levels of c-MMC and the two m-MMCs. 

 c-MMC m-MMC-
1.2APTES 

m-MMC-
1.7APTES 

Amine loading (1/nm2) 0 1.17 1.68 

SBET (m2/g) 608 601 509 

Peak DFT pore diameter 
(nm) 5.0 4.5 4.0 

Pore volume (cm3/g) 0.82 0.65 0.50 

IR was also employed to investigate the m-MMC samples. The lower panels 
in Figure 19 show infrared spectra for c-MMC and m-MMC-1.7APTES; the 
bands related to the APTES of m-MMC are visible from the infrared spectra. 
A series of infrared bands related to C-H vibration modes was observed 
around 2800-3000 cm-1. The bands at 2930 and 2885 cm-1 were assigned to 
the asymmetric and symmetric stretching modes, respectively, of -CH2 on 
the propyl groups from APTES; these bands were similar to those observed 
on amine-modified mesoporous silica samples [103, 104]. An additional 
band at 2974 cm-1 was observed for the amine m-MMC. The two bands at 
around 3275 and 3340 cm-1 were assigned to N-H asymmetric stretching and 
symmetric stretching modes of the amine group, respectively. Infrared bands 
that were characteristic of magnesium carbonate, such as the carbonate 
asymmetric stretching band at around 1440 cm-1 and the carbonate symmet-
ric stretching band at 1076 cm-1, were present in both samples.   
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Figure 19. Left top: XRD patterns of c-MMC (black), m-MMC-1.2APTES (blue) 
and m-MMC-1.7APTES (red); right top: DFT pore-size distribution of c-MMC 
(black), m-MMC-1.2APTES (blue) and m-MMC-1.7APTES (red); bottom: infrared 
spectra of c-MMC (black) and m-MMC-1.7APTES (red).	

The pore sizes in m-MMC were smaller than those in the unmodified c-
MMC (Table 9) as expected, since part of the free space in the pores was 
most likely occupied by the introduced molecules. Figure 19 also shows a 
comparison of the DFT pore-size distributions of the samples. It was noted 
that as the amine coverage increased, the pores reduced in diameter. The 
modification reduced the overall pore volume as well, because of the addi-
tion of the grafted APTES molecules. The larger pores (diameter larger than 
4 - 5 nm) appeared to be more susceptible to amine grafting, as demonstrated 
by the larger decrease in pore volume for these larger pores, as well as the 
relatively small decrease in the BET surface area (as small pores contribute 
more to the overall specific surface area).  

5.2 Physical properties of loaded APIs 
5.2.1 State of loaded APIs 
In this thesis, solvent evaporation method was used to incorporate the APIs 
into MMC, c-MMC and m-MMC. Papers II and V confirmed that, after the 
API loading, there was no observed change in the shape of MMC and m-
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MMC; they retained the irregular shapes they had before the loading proce-
dure.  

To study the physical state of the loaded API, ibuprofen-loaded samples 
(c-MMC-IBU and m-MMC-IBU) were analysed using XRD and DSC; the 
results are presented in Figure 20.  

 
Figure 20. (a) XRD patterns of c-MMC-IBU (black), m-MMC-IBU (red) and pure 
ibuprofen (green); (b) DSC curves for the studied samples: c-MMC-IBU (black), m-
MMC-IBU (red) and pure ibuprofen (green). Here, c-MMC loaded with ibuprofen 
sample was named as c-MMC-IBU, ibuprofen loaded into m-MMC sample was 
named m-MMC-IBU.	

The XRD patterns indicated that neither c-MMC-IBU nor m-MMC-IBU 
showed a visible peak arising from the crystalline structure of ibuprofen. The 
lack of peaks in these samples determined that the IBU incorporated in the c-
MMC and m-MMC samples was amorphous. This was further confirmed by 
DSC analysis. The endothermic peak at 78 °C for pure ibuprofen corre-
sponds to the melting process of the crystalline structure (melting point). No 
peaks corresponding to any endo- or exothermic event were detected in the 
DSC scan between 25 °C and 150 °C for the c-MMC-IBU and m-MMC-IBU 
samples, confirming that the incorporated IBU was not present in the crystal-
line state inside the pores. XRD and DSC data proved that the mesoporous 
structure of c-MMC and m-MMC completely suppressed the crystallisation 
of the incorporated APIs, thus stabilising their amorphous state. 

5.2.2 Characterisation of the porous structure after API loaded 
A summary of the pore volume, surface area and pore diameter characterisa-
tion results for the c-MMC and m-MMC-1.7APTES samples is given in 
Table 10. When these values are compared with the information in Table 9, 
it is clear that the porosity of the m-MMC-1.7APTES and c-MMC samples 
decreased by half after loading the drug (named as c-MMC-IBU and m-
MMC-1.7APTES-IBU, respectively). The reduction in pore volume and the 
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decrease in pore width is a clear indication that the ibuprofen molecules 
were incorporated into the pore structure of the MMC samples. 

Table 10. Properties of c-MMC and m-MMC samples loaded with ibuprofena. 

 c-MMC-IBU m-MMC-1.7APTES-IBU 

SBET (m2/g) 400 263 

DFT peak pore diameter (nm) 4.5 3.5 

Pore volume (cm3/g) 0.44 0.21 

a) The samples were loaded with ~20 wt.% of ibuprofen (calculated from the TGA analysis). 

5.3 In vitro release study 
5.3.1 Release mechanism study 

The kinetics of the release of the model drug ibuprofen (IBU) from MMC 
were investigated in Paper I. The dissolution profiles of crystalline IBU and 
IBU incorporated in MMC are shown in Figure 21. 

 
Figure 21. Left panel: Dissolution profiles for crystalline ibuprofen and ibuprofen 
incorporated in MMC. Right panel: the initial 60% of ibuprofen released from the 
MMC-IBU sample fitted to the Korsmeyer-Peppas equation Mt/M∞ = ktn. The ob-
tained fitting parameters are displayed. All release measurements were performed in 
phosphate buffer (pH 6.8) in triplicate. The data are displayed as mean values with 
corresponding standard deviations. 

The release profiles clearly indicate that the incorporated IBU dissolved (i.e. 
released) more rapidly than the free substance. During the first 5 min, the 
dissolution rate for the amorphous IBU from the MMC-IBU sample was 
three times higher than that of the crystalline IBU; 50% of the IBU was re-
leased from the MMC and dissolved within 12 min, while it took 30 min for 
50% of the crystalline substance to be dissolved.  
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In order to examine the mechanism of ibuprofen release from the MMC 
particles, the release data were fitted to the Korsmeyer-Peppas equation:  

∞
	

where Mt and M∞ are the amounts of drug released at times t and ∞, respec-
tively, measured as the concentrations in solution; Mt/M∞ is the fraction of 
the drug released; k is the kinetic constant; t is the time and n is the diffusion 
exponent, which is used to differentiate the various release mechanisms 
[105-107]. The Korsmeyer-Peppas equation is valid for the first 60% of the 
drug that is released and can be used to analyse the mechanism of release 
from non-swelling matrices (Table 11). For a spherical non-swelling system, 
Fickian diffusion, anomalous (non-Fickian) transport and zero-order release 
mechanisms can be discriminated from each other by the diffusion exponent 
n; an n of 0.43 represents purely Fickian diffusion while an n of 1.0 indicates 
zero-order release. A value between 0.43 and 1.0 corresponds to some com-
bination of release mechanisms or to non-Fickian transport. 

Table 11. Diffusion exponent and mechanism of diffusional release from various 
non-swellable controlled-release systems [105]. 

Diffusion exponent, n  

Drug-release mechanism 
Thin film Cylindrical sample Spherical sample 

0.50 0.45 0.43 
 

Fickian diffusion 

0.50<n<1.0 0.45<n<1.0 0.43<n<1.0 
Anomalous (non-Fickian) 
transport

1.0 1.0 1.0 Zero-order release 

The n-value for the MMC-IBU samples was calculated as ~0.29 from the 
parameters shown in Figure 21, indicating a release mechanism that is exclu-
sively diffusion-limited from MMC particles with a wide size distribution 
[105].  

5.3.2 Regulated release from MMC 
This section discusses the methods used to regulate the speed of release from 
MMC; the experimental details are given in the published papers. 
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5.3.2.1 Release from different particle sizes of MMC 
The release of APIs from well defined particle-size fractions of MMC was 
studied to further investigate the potential of MMC as a drug-delivery vehi-
cle and to tune the release profile. The dissolution profiles of the model drug 
ibuprofen from the different MMC-IBU samples are displayed in Figure 22. 

 
Figure 22. Release profiles of ibuprofen from MMC of different particle sizes. The 
values on the y-axis are given as percentages of the total amounts of ibuprofen pre-
sent in dissolved form in the dissolution vessel (phosphate buffer, pH 6.8). For all 
release curves, 100% corresponds to an ibuprofen concentration of 40 mg/L.	

The dissolution profile indicates that the initial dissolution rate of crystalline 
ibuprofen was considerably slower than the dissolution rate of the loaded 
drug after release from the MMC-IBU samples of varying particle size.  

After the first 5 min, only approximately 8% of ibuprofen was dissolved 
in the buffer from the crystalline ibuprofen sample; however, this percentage 
tended to increase for the loaded drug when the MMC particle size de-
creased, reaching over 60% for the smallest particle size fraction investigat-
ed (between 50 and 25 μm). This concentration was not even reach after 60 
min of exposure to the dissolution medium for the crystalline drug. As seen 
from the dissolution profile, the rate reached a plateau after about 15 min for 
MMC-IBU (50 - 25 μm) but not for MMC-IBU (> 200 μm) which continued 
releasing ibuprofen past 60 min. This is likely due to that the diffusion dis-
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tance for ibuprofen through the material was longer for the larger particles 
(Figure 23). 

 
Figure 23. Illustration of the possible diffusion release mechanism from different 
particle sizes of MMC-IBU. While the diffusion distance will highly influence the 
diffusion rate, it takes longer for the substance to diffuse over a longer distance, thus 
lowering the diffusion rate. 

5.3.2.2 Release from MMC with different pore sizes  
In Paper III, the drug itraconazole (ITZ) was loaded into c-MMC samples 
with three different average pore sizes (~5.1 nm, ~13 nm and ~20 nm). The 
loaded itraconazole was confirmed as being in an amorphous state by DSC 
and XRD analysis, as in the ibuprofen release study. Nitrogen adsorption 
results of loaded and unloaded samples are shown in Table 12.  

Table 12. Specific surface area and pore properties of different c-MMC-ITZ         
samplesa,b. 

 c-MMC5 c-MMC13 c-MMC20 
c-

MMC5-
ITZ 

c-
MMC13-

ITZ 

c-
MMC20-

ITZ 

SBET(m2/g) 618 263 173 434 186 141 

DFT peak 
pore diameter 
(nm) 

~5.1 ~13 ~20 ~4.4 ~11.3 ~15 

Pore volume 
(cm3/g) 0.76 1.27 1.00 0.50 0.74 0.59 

a) c-MMC5, c-MMC13 and c-MMC20 represent c-MMC samples with DFT pore-size distri-
butions of ~5.1 nm, ~13 nm and ~20 nm, respectively. 

b) The loading percentage for all samples was 30 wt.%, as calculated by TGA. 
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The time-resolved release of itraconazole from the ground carrier particles 
(particle size ≤ 100 μm) into simulated gastric fluid (pH ~1.3) is shown in 
Figure 24. As shown in the figure, the release rate from c-MMC20-ITZ dur-
ing the first 30 min was enhanced by a factor of ~ 23 compared to the disso-
lution rate of crystalline itraconazole. The corresponding release rate en-
hancements for c-MMC13-ITZ and c-MMC5-ITZ were ~17 and ~13, respec-
tively. 

 
Figure 24. Time-resolved release in simulated gastric fluid (pH 1.3) of itraconazole 
from c-MMCs powder with average pore sizes of 20 nm (red curve), 13 nm (green 
curve) and 5.1 nm (blue curve) as well as dissolution rate of the crystalline drug 
(black curve). Before the release test, the c-MMC-ITZ samples were ground to small 
particles (particle size ≤ 100 μm, decided by SEM).  

It was noted that c-MMC could dissolve under such acidic conditions; how-
ever, during the first 30 min, there were no visible changes to the powder in 
the dissolution vessel (pH 1.3). The time required for the full release of itra-
conazole differed between c-MMC drug carriers with different pore sizes 
(see Table 13). The carrier with the largest pore size (c-MMC20-ITZ) fully 
released the drug molecules in the shortest time (about 60 min). This was 
noticeably faster than the c-MMC with smaller pore sizes and the crystalline 
form of the drug, as anticipated.  
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Table 13. Release profile of itraconazole from c-MMC-ITZ samples with different 
pore sizes. 

Sample c-MMC20-
ITZ 

c-MMC13-
ITZ 

c-MMC5-
ITZ Pure ITZ 

Percentage released after  
10 minutes (%) 

50 35 25 0.15 

50% release time (min) 10 22 35 240 

100% release time (min) 60 90 180 -- 

5.3.2.3 Release from modified MMC 

In order to investigate whether the change in the rate of release of ibuprofen 
from MMC was related to the presence of the amine groups, MMC was also 
modified using N-propyltriethoxysilane (PTES), which has a similar chemi-
cal structure to APTES but does not have an amine group. The release pro-
files are shown in Figure 25; the left panel shows the release profiles for the 
two samples of modified MMC with different levels of amine coverage, and 
the right panel shows the release profiles for m-MMC-APTES and m-MMC-
PTES. 

The initial ibuprofen release rate decreased significantly with increasing 
amine density on the surface of the m-MMC (Figure 25 left). After 30 min, 
over 95% of the loaded ibuprofen had been released from the unmodified 
sample (c-MMC-IBU), while 85% and 68% of the loaded drug was released 
from the amine-modified samples, m-MMC-1.2APTES-IBU and m-MMC-
1.7APTES-IBU, respectively, within the same time period. The m-MMC-
APTES samples continued to release IBU under the tested conditions after 
this time. Between 30 and 180 min after the start of the experiment, m-
MMC-1.2APTES-IBU had released an additional 5% of the loaded ibu-
profen and m-MMC-1.7APTES-IBU had released an additional 10%. As m-
MMC-1.8PTES-IBU and m-MMC-1.7APTES-IBU samples had a similar 
grafting density (1.76 PTES/nm2, 1.68 APTES/nm2, respectively), the re-
lease of ibuprofen from these two samples was compared, to investigate the 
effects of amine functionalisation. Figure 25 also clearly shows that the 
PTES-modified sample released ibuprofen more rapidly than the APTES-
modified sample from the beginning. 
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Figure 25. Release profiles of ibuprofen from modified and unmodified MMC sam-
ples. The values on the y-axis are the amounts of ibuprofen dissolved in the phos-
phate buffer (pH 6.8) in the dissolution vessel as a percentage of the total amount 
added (40 mg/L). In all samples, the ibuprofen loading percentage was ~ 20 wt.% 
(calculated by TGA). 

The introduction of amine groups on the surface of MMC had a significant 
effect on the release of loaded ibuprofen that can be explained by the in-
creased interaction between the matrix and the ibuprofen molecules. This is 
believed to be caused by hydrogen-bonding interactions between the carbox-
yl groups of ibuprofen and the amine groups of the modified material. The 
increase in amine modification thus enhanced the interaction (a stronger 
hydrogen-bonding interaction) between the carrier -NH2 groups on the sur-
face with the -OH groups of the drug; however, as there is no corresponding 
functional group in the PTES molecule that can form a strong interaction 
with ibuprofen, the release of ibuprofen from the PTES-modified sample 
was significantly faster than from the APTES-modified sample. Figure 26 
provides an illustration of how the chemistry of the surface of the modified 
MMC is hypothesized to affect the release rate of the loaded ibuprofen. 
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Figure 26. Representation of the potential interaction between the surface groups on m-MMC 
and the loaded ibuprofen molecule. 

5.4 In vitro drug release of APIs reaching supersaturation 
In Paper IV, the general applicability of MMC as drug delivery system was 
investigated. Three BCS II drugs - celecoxib (CEL), cinnarizine (CIN) and 
griseofulvin (GRI) - with different proteolytic functions were used to inves-
tigate the possibility that the increase in release rate from MMC could trig-
ger supersaturation of poorly soluble APIs and consequently improve their 
bioavailability. All three drugs were successfully loaded in their non-
crystalline form into MMC and rapidly released from this carrier (Figure 
27).  

 
Figure 27. Release profiles showing the concentration of celecoxib, cinnarizine and 
griseofulvin over time, after release from MMC samples, compared with the crystal-
line API. The y-axis shows the concentration of the API in phosphate buffer (pH 
6.8, 37 °C) in the dissolution vessel. 

A summary of the pharmacokinetic parameters (AUC0-240, CMAX and TMAX) 
calculated from the dissolution profiles of the crystalline drugs, showing that 
the release of the drugs from MMC resulted in supersaturation, is presented 
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in Table 14. The results show a significant increase in CMAX and AUC and a 
decrease in TMAX for all three drugs when released from MMC as compared 
to the crystalline drug. For celecoxib, CMAX was 11.3 µg/mL, which was 2.9 
times higher than for the crystalline form, and the AUC0-240 was 25 times 
higher for MMC-CEL than for crystalline celecoxib. The concentration after 
supersaturation slowly declined until it returned to a level corresponding to 
the crystalline solubility after approximately 360 minutes. Similar results 
were observed for the release of cinnarizine and griseofulvin after supersatu-
ration: the AUC0-240 of cinnarizine from MMC-CIN was 5.4 times higher 
than that of crystalline CIN while, for MMC-GRI, this value was 2.2 times 
higher.  

From these results, it is evident that loading the APIs into MMC can en-
hance both the rate and the extent of released APIs. Hence, MMC appears to 
be a valuable new addition to the toolbox of drug-delivery vehicles that may 
be used to achieve a more rapid onset of therapeutic effect and/or to extend 
the absorption phase after oral delivery. 

Table 14. Summary of calculated pharmacokinetic parameters for celecoxib, cinna-
rizine and griseofulvin between 0 and 240 min. 

 Pure drug Supersaturation Release 

Celecoxib   

CMAX(µg/ml) 1.1 11.3 

TMAX(min) 240 112 

AUC0-240(µg·min/ml) 70 1692 

Cinnarizine   

CMAX(µg/ml) 0.7 2.1 

TMAX(min) 240 40 

AUC0-240(µg·min/ml) 62 340 

Griseofulvin   

CMAX(µg/ml) 10.5 34.8 

TMAX(min) 240 25 
AUC0-240(µg·min/ml) 2063 4567 
CMAX, maximum concentration; TMAX, time to reach maximum concentration; AUC, area 
under the concentration-time curve. 
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6. Summary and Conclusions  

MMC was evaluated as a drug carrier that offers enhanced stability of the 
amorphous (more water-soluble) form and subsequent solubility enhance-
ment of otherwise poorly water-soluble APIs. In the release control study, 
the strategies investigated indicated that the release of the loaded APIs was 
tunable by altering the particle size, the pore size and the surface functionali-
sation of the MMC. This study is the basis for further development of MMC 
as a drug carrier. 

It was ascertained after loading into MMC that the APIs remained in the 
amorphous state, and it was found that this amorphous state was stabilised 
by the mesoporous structure of MMC. When ibuprofen, which is a well stud-
ied, poorly soluble BCS II API, was incorporated in its amorphous form into 
MMC, it was found that its solubility was significantly improved compared 
to the crystalline form. The release of ibuprofen from MMC occurred by 
diffusion.  

Several strategies for controlling the release of the loaded APIs from 
MMC were investigated; these included tuning the particle size and the pore 
size and altering the surface modifications. Comparison of the release of the 
API from samples with different particle sizes and pore sizes resulted in a 
better understanding of the effects of tailoring the release of APIs from 
MMC. It was found that bigger particle sizes and/or smaller pore sizes re-
sulted in slower release rates.   

Further work showed that the surface properties of MMC can be tuned by 
changing the type of organic chemical used. The choice of functional groups 
on the molecules was the key in controlling the drug-release rate. Specifical-
ly, amine groups were found to have enhanced interaction with the drug 
molecule, reducing the initial release rate.  

The presented work shows that MMC has great potential for use as a DDS 
for poorly soluble APIs under development. The API-loaded MMC samples 
resulted in supersaturated solutions of the APIs, potentially increasing their 
bioavailability.	
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7. Future work  

MMC, which is still a relatively new material in the mesoporous materials 
field, has been confirmed in this thesis for potential use as a drug carrier that 
can help to improve the solubility of poorly aqueous-soluble APIs. However, 
there are still many other possible applications to be investigated. For exam-
ple, modified MMC could be tailored in a different way to be used for the 
absorption and separation of chemicals. 

In this work, only in vitro dissolution tests were performed. In vivo hu-
man pharmacokinetic studies, which are the “standard” for assessing the 
bioequivalence of APIs, are required. The oral toxicity of MMC should be 
investigated in vivo and the biocompatibility of the different MMC materials 
with different surface-functionalised groups should also be studied. 
 
  



 58 

8. Svensk sammanfattning 

En stor andel av de läkemedelskandidater som framställs inom dagens läke-
medelsutveckling är svårlösliga i vatten och har därför ingen eller begränsad 
terapeutisk effekt om de administreras oralt i sin rena form. Anledningen är 
att läkemedel behöver kunna lösas upp i vätskan inuti mag-tarmkanalen för 
att ha möjlighet att passera genom tarmväggen. Den låga lösligheten hos 
läkemedelskandidater utgör därför en stor utmaning inom läkemedelsut-
veckling där orala beredningar i form av kapslar och tabletter ofta är önsk-
värt. För många läkemedel är alternativet till oral administration intravenösa 
injektioner vilket är både kostsamt för sjukvården och hindrar patienter från 
att sköta sin egen medicinering eftersom den måste utföras av behörig perso-
nal vid vårdinrättningar.  

Ett antal olika formuleringsstrategier har därför tagits fram för att kringgå 
detta problem. Att bilda salter av läkemedelssubstanser och att minska parti-
kelstorleken på läkemedelskristaller är två vanliga exempel på detta. Alla 
strategier har sina respektive för- och nackdelar men eftersom substanser har 
olika fysiokemiska egenskaper så finns det inte en universallösning som är 
lämpad att öka lösligheten hos alla svårlösliga substanser. 

På senare tid har man uppmärksammat möjligheten att utnyttja att sub-
stanser som befinner sig i sin amorfa fas, det vill säga en oordnad icke-
kristallin fas, har en högre skenbar löslighet jämfört med samma substans 
som befinner sig i en kristallin fas. Anledningen är att det amorfa tillståndet 
innebär ett termodynamiskt högre energitillstånd hos substansen vilket gör 
att bindningarna mellan läkemedelsmolekylerna är lättare att bryta än om 
samma substans har kristalliserat. Att formulera läkemedelssubstanser i sin 
amorfa fas framstår därför som ett attraktivt alternativ för att lösa problema-
tiken med låg löslighet hos läkemedelssubstanser. På grund av det termody-
namiskt höga energitillståndet har amorfa substanser har dock en benägenhet 
att spontant kristalliseras om de inte stabiliseras på något vis. I det avseendet 
är mesoporösa material intressanta att använda som hjälpämnen i läkeme-
delsformuleringar eftersom de kan hindra kristallisation av substanser som 
inkorporeras i materialet. Mesoporösa material är material som innehåller 
porer i storleksordningen 2-50 nm. Porerna i materialet hindrar läkemedels-
molekyler från att bilda kristaller på grund av det begränsade utrymmet samt 
den höga ytenergin i de nanometerstora porerna. Mesoporösa material har 
förmåga att hindra kristallisation av läkemedelssubstanser samt bevara dessa 
i sina amorfa faser under lång tid.  
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Huvudmålet med denna avhandling var att undersöka möjligheten att an-
vända mesoporös magnesiumkarbonat som läkemedelsbärare för att öka 
lösligheten samt upplösningshastigheten av läkemedel med låg vattenlöslig-
het. En rad olika modellsubstanser med olika fysiokemiska egenskaper an-
vändes i arbetet där den mesoporösa magensiumkarbonaten visade sig ha 
möjlighet att effektivt hindra kristallisation av alla dessa modellsubstanser. 
Detta resulterade i både högre löslighet och ökad frisättningshastighet av 
substanserna vilket i en klinisk situation skulle kunna översättas till både 
ökad terapeutisk effekt och snabbare verkan. Detta är någonting som kom-
mer att undersökas längre fram i samband med det fortsatta arbetet i pro-
jektet.  

Dessutom visades att frisättningshastigheten kunde styras genom att ju-
stera materialet partikelstorlek och porstorlek. Slutligen visades att ytan på 
materialet kan funktionaliseras med amingrupper vilket bidrog till att frisätt-
ningshastigheten på ibuprofen kunde förlängas tack vare interaktioner mel-
lan amingrupperna och ibuprofen.  

Sammantaget visar arbetet att mesoporös magnesiumkarbonat kan fun-
gera som ett hjälpämne i läkemedelsformuleringar både för att öka löslighet 
hos svårlösliga substanser samt för att styra frisättningshastighet av dessa. 
Tack vare den enkla syntesen av den mesoporösa magensiumkarbonaten, där 
de enda råvarorna som behövs är magnesiumoxid, metanol och koldioxid, 
framstår detta material som ett spännande hjälpämne för att formulera svår-
lösliga läkemedelskandidater och möjliggöra att de kan kommersialiseras 
och komma till klinisk användning.  
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